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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, BE, EG 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MESSAGE TO SOAMES RE EGYPT 

REF: SECTO 22641 

1 . CLAUDE CHEYSSON, EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND FOOD AID, TO WHOM SIR CHRISTOPHER 
SOAMES REFERRED SECRETARY'S LETTER (REFTEL), TOLD ME 
SEPTEMBER 10 THAT ITS RECEIPT HAD BEEN MOST HELPFUL AND 
TIMELY. COMMISSION WHICH, HE POINTED OUT, FOR SOME 
MATTERS HAS MORE FREEDOM OF ACTION AT EUROPEAN LEVEL THAN 
GOVERNMENTS AT NATIONAL LEVELS, HAD, IN ANY CASE, BEEN 
MOVING TOWARD INCREASE IN FOOD AID PROGRAM FOR EGYPT. 
DECISION HAS NOW BEEN MADE. HE HAD BEEN HELPED NOT ONLY 
BY SECRETARY'S LETTER BUT BY UNDECISION TO ADD EGYPT TO 
LIST OF MSA COUNTRIES. ALSO HELPFUL WAS FACT THAT HARVESTS 
IN BANGLADESH AND INDIA THIS YEAR ARE GOOD AND WHEREAS 
SOME SEVENTY PERCENT OF EUROPEAN FOOD AID NORMALLY GOES 
TO SOUTH ASIA, THIS YEAR RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
APPLICATION ELSEWHERE. EGYPT WILL GET LARGE SHARE. 

IT WILL BE GRANT AID. HE SAID HE WAS NOT YET IN 

POSITION TO TELL ME EXACTLY HOW MUCH BUT AMOUNTS WOULD 

BE SUBSTANIAL AND EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN SO 

INFORMED. 

2. COMMENT: LOOKING AT EC 1976 FOOD AID ALLOCATIONS 
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TO SOUTH ASIA, I.E., SOME 350,000 TONS OF GRAIN (ALSO NFDM) SUGGESTS 
1977 ALLOCATION TO EGYPT MIGHT BE AROUND 100,000 TONS, 

WORTH ABOUT $17 MILLION. THIS WOULD BE FOUR-FOLD INCREASE 
OVER 1976. HINTON 
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